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'Educate, agitate, organize’ 




UTM percussion students perform at one of two Roots, 
of Rhythm shows featured this week during the Civil 
Rights Conference. They played musical styles from 
Trinidad, Zimbabwe, Guinea and Brazil. The 17th annual 
conference closes tonight with keynote speaker Kwame 
Rose, | Pacer Photo / Sarah Knapp 


Peace rally at UTM allows 
students to voice concerns 


Rachel Moore_ 

Co-News Editor 

The Black Student Association at UTM 
held its first peace rally as pan of [lie 17th 
annual Civil Rights Conference ai 4 p.m. 
Wednesday 

The peace rally originally began as an 
opportunity for supjjortens of die Black. Lives 
Matter movement to gather in aceordaoce 
with lire theme of this year’s Civil Rights 
Conference, “Social Justice in the Age 
of Black. Lives flatter.” Organizers then 
decided to open the program to any person 
wanting to gather in a safe space and vocalise 
their feelings in an organized forum. 

Senior BSA member Jonathon Nelson 
delivered an original poem tided “Black 
Excellence." This was followed by Kwame 
Rose, the keynote speaker for the Civil Rights 
Conference and a social activist, writer, artist, 
musician and public speaker, addressing the 
audience. His full presentation will take 
place at 7 pm. Thursday, Feb. 23, in Watkins 
Auditorium at the University Center. 

As reporters entered the rally* Ash- 
Lee Henderson could be heard through a 
microphone, encouraging students to chant 
along with her. 

“Wliat’re we gonna do to make the campus 
rise? 71 Henderson asked die crowd. 

“Educate, agitate, organize," the students 
said in response. 


Black and white students alike gathered 
on die southern patio of die UC. Several 
carried signs with messages, a Few of which 
read, “We can't breathe," “Be the change," 
“NO Justice, NO Peace" and “Justice for all". 

UTM history professor Dr. David Earlier 
spike to rite assembled students. Barber said 
that part of the blame belonged to Mm as 
well as others in his position. 

“There is a failure here," Barber said. “This 
campus is SS percent white, and you can 
count the white people here oil one hand." 

Bur her also said that although the local 
population of Weakley County conies in 
below the average income line, they vote for 
a government that seeks to uui their support. 
According to Barber, people vote in such 
a way out of fear, because the government 
incites auger and uses scare tactics. 

“Tlte fact dial black lives don’t matter now 
and didn’t matter historically in this nation 
compromises the dignity of all lives, 1 'he said. 

Princess Buchanan, senior communications 
major, delivered a call to action to her fellow 
classmates, saying that instead of sitting 
back and “postings," they should be getLing 
involved and becoming advocates for what 
they believe in. 

“Use your voice to help speak for those who 
can’t," she said to the assembled students. 

Tyra Hawkins, a senior psychology major 

See RALLY, page 5 
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Viewpoints 


-EDITORIAL- 

Civil Rights Conference to bring Martin together, not divide 


The L r TM Civil Rights 
Conference came uuder 
attack in an article by Cathy 
Hinners oil Daily Roll Call, a 
site devoted to “exploring and 
exposing Islam in America.” 

In the article, she talked 
about how this Civil Rights 
conference was a way for 
“young black activists being 
recruited by Communists, 
Socialists and Islamists." 

“It Is disturbing to see a 
Tennessee state university use 
their resources to promote 
what could be a training 
session for upcoming protests 
against America, creating an 
environment where whiteness 
is evil, shaping young minds 
to believe they are slaves, and 
pushing an anti-American 
agenda,” Hinners said. 

Hinners ended the article 
with a call to action for readers 
to contact UTM Chancellor 
Dr. Keith Carver to complain 
about the conference’s events 
and motivations. 


However, this whole article 
is against what the conference 
actually is. The Civil Rights 
Conference has been held 
every February for 17 years, 
beginning in 2000. Ever since, 
many topics of civil rights 
have been given a spotlight 
during the conference. It was 
not always about the Black 
Lives Matter movement, it 
just happens to be the topic 
of discussion of this year’s 
conference—and rightfully so. 

It is not a protest training 
session intended to divide 
the town of Martin, but a 
fellowship to bring the people 
of Martin together through the 
discussion of race issues in the 
county, as well as in the nation. 
All people across all walks of 
life, such as African-American 
students, conservative leaders, 
professors and others make 
up the attendance of the 
conference events. 

After publication, several 
people commented on the 


article. Tie people who agreed 
included those who never 
attended the conference or 
are not from the area, and do 
not know UTM’s inclusive 
environment. However, some 
com menters were quick to 
correct the article on what it 
was truly about. 

“As a resident of Martin, 
Tentiessee, the hometown of 
this university, and as one who 
attended all of these events, 1 
can tell you that you are dead 
wrong,” said one comm enter, 
who used the alias “Polka. 17 
43 Tie whole conference was a 
platform to hear ideas from 
people involved in these 
movements. It was, in no way, a 
platform to support radicalism, 
a liberal agenda, or to silence 
any voices who might disagree 
with the attitudes expressed by 
the speakers. 

“It was a productive time 
in which conservative, 
Southern Baptist, Methodist, 
Presbyterian, atheist, etc. W'hite 


leaders and other locals and 
academics came together with 
black leaders, black protestors, 
and black students and had 
meals and heard speakers, and 
sang hymns, and talked about 
the state of race relations in 
this country.” 

The user also pointed out 
that many conservative public 
figures, such as political 
commentator and journalist 
Scuttle Nell Hughes, have 
hosted events on campus, 
proving that L'TM is impartial 
on who visits and speaks on 
the campus. 

We at Tie Pacer believe that 
if anyone wants to complain 
about campus events and 
what they stand for, they 
should attend the event and 
research on it before passing 
judgement or even posting 
on the internet Doing so 
will help educate members of 
the public, and prevent the 
spread of ignorance and false 
information. 


COLUMNS 


Mothers becoming 
possible second- 
class citizens 


The ‘So what?’ on 
community service 


Lymonte Thomas_ 

Siaff Writer 

In Oklahoma, Rep. Justin 
Humphrey (R) has struck 
up controversy with his 
proposed bill that limits 
a woman's ability to have 
an abortion and refers to 
women as “hosts’'. 

The bill is supposed to 
require “male consent” if a 
woman wants an abortion. It 
contains an exception saying 
that the woman does not need 
consent if the pregnancy is 
caused by rape or incest, or 
when the mother’s life is 
in danger. The one woman 
on the committee was not 
present when the Public 
Health Committee voted for 
the bill. Also, it was voted to 
possibly be passed. 

The problem with the bill 
is how it was presented to 
legislature. Referring to a 
woman as a “host” is very 
unprofessional and rude for 
Humphrey to say. Saying 
“host” is like saying that 
the woman is just an empty 
vessel ready to be used and 
impregnated by any male. 1 
understand wanting to give 
consent to the father, but 
saying a woman is a “host” is 
not okay. 

The representative also 
said that women should take 
proper precautions to not 
get pregnant. I think lie fails 


to comprehend that it takes 
two people, a male and a 
female, to produce a child, 
bo regardless of whether the 
man should have a say in the 
choice to have the abortion, 
the mao should take proper 
precautions to not get the 
female pregnant in the first 
place. The bill takes away 
power from the woman and 
gives it to the mao. 

After receiving backlash 
over the use of the term 
“host,” Humphrey said that 
he Googled and went to 
Webster and thaE was the 
best term he was looking 
for. However, a better term 
instead of using host could 
be “pregnant woman” or 
“pregnant female.” 

Though the baby is as 
much the father’s as it is the 
mother’s, taking away the 
mother’s access to abortion is 
not right. There are so many 
possibilities that could result 
from not making abortion 
the mother’s choice. The 
father could leave after the 
child’s birth, not staying 
in its life or giving child 
support, and the woman 
could have never wanted the 
child in the beginning. Now 
the woman has a “burden” 
on her hands because of the 
man. 

As of now, Humphrey 
struck the title of tire bill, 
meaning that changes are 
allowed to be made. 


Daniel Jones 

Guesf Writer 

Our whole lives, we've been 
told, “community service is 
important so you can get 
into a good college,” or “you 
need to volunteer so you look 
more appealing to a college 
recruit er.” 

We speod lots of time in 
high school volunteering 
with the end game of getting 
accepted at a good school. 
However, what happens when 
we get there? Why don’t we 
volunteer more in college? 

If you’ve had experiences 
similar to mine, most honor 
societies or leadership 
societies that want you to join 
their organization advertise 
themselves as being great 
resume builders. Teachers 
ask me every semester 
what I am doing to build 
my resume. Other teachers 
emphasize the importance 
of honing communication 
so that you look more 
appealing to companies 
looking to hire you. With alt 
this talk about hire ability, 
why don’t we ever hear 
anything about community 
service as a resume builder 
while in college? When 
you're in college, no one 
says, “Community service 
is important so you can 
get a well-paying job after 
college." Unless you are 
a part of Greek life, it’s 
likely your list of volunteer 


activities while in college is 
slim eo none. 


It's not like companies 
don’t care about community 
service though. According 
to a Deloiite survey, fi2% 
of hiring managers prefer 
applicants with community 
service and 92% say that 
volunteer service builds 
leadership skills. However, 
only about one in three 
applicants list community 
service on their resume. 

So, the question arises: 
why don't we hear about 
service opportunities in 
colleger besides not having 
our parents constantly 
pushing us to volunteer, 
college students are getting 
their first taste of freedom 
and of the real world. To put 
it bluntly, they don’t want to 
volunteer. With all the new 
responsibilities of college, 
community service gets put 
on the back bur iter. 

However, that doesn't 
mean it should. With the 


increasingly competitive job 
market, anything you can 
do that puts you ahead of 
another applicant gives you 
a better likelihood of being 
hired. With all the talk in 
college about building your 
resume and getting hired, 
community service should be 
one of the things at the top 
of the list. 

College students, if you 
want to get hired, start 
volunteering! 
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Viewpoints 

Karlie Kloss and misinterpretations of cultural appropriation 



Ashton Priest 

Viewpoints Editor 

People were recently up 
in arms about Karlie Kloss’s 
“Geisha” photoshoot xvirh 
Vogue magazine titled 
Spirited Away. 

In the photos, Kloss is 
pictured in instances where 
she was dressed in kimono- 
style clothing,, with her 
natural blonde hair dyed 
black and wearing Japanese 
modern makeup. She is 
seen walking down a street, 
then fighting with a sumo 
wrestler, posing in front of a 
shrine and later by a body of 
stater. 

When the photos were 
published many were 
quick to say that Kloss was 
appropriating Japanese 

culture. 

The Oxford Reference 
Dictionary defines cultural 
appropriation as "the taking 
over of creative or artistic 
forms, themes, or practices 
by one cultural group from 
another. It is in genera! 
used to describe Western 
■Lfipiopria cions of non- 
Wescern or non-white forms. 


and carries connotations of 
exploitation and dominance.” 

Though many were 
rightfully questioning why an 
actual Japanese woman wasn't 
hired to be in the supposed 
cultural diversity shoot, most 
criticism came from how 
site shouldn’t be dressed as a 
geisha to her Asian-looking 
makeup. 

“Did Vogue not get the 
‘culture is not a costume’ 
memo that’s been going 
around for the past few... 
de cade s?” w ro te @ Tea it Be Real, 
a Twitter user. 


Another user even threw 
out the term of Kloss 
using “yellow face” for the 
photoshoot. Kloss has since 
released a public apology via 
Twitter. 

Though it is usually 
great that people will call 
out someone if they are 
appropriating a culture, it is 
not always that way. It is not 
cultural appropriation when 
someone celebrates a culture, 
as Kloss did with this shoot. 

Many were upset about 
her "geisha 1 * look, though 
her pictures did not display 


a geisha look at all. Geishas 
usually adorn a white face, 
which was not included, 
and elaborate ki memos, 
though her dresses weren’t 
even kimonos at all. Site 
was at most cosplaying 
with her look. With that 
being said, the argument 
of her representing geishas 
is invalid, since she wasn’t 
dressed as one at all. 

.Most importantly, though 
those who shout cultural 
appropriation think they 
are helping out the "victim 
culture” and its members, 
the members weren't really 
offended. Japanese citizens 
saw no problem in the 
photoshoot. Some, including 
@ Al o ud from !ap an, we re e ven 
sad that she felt like she had 
to apologize. 

Many tweets were translated 
front Japanese members, such 
as ^Aloudfromjapan. 

“I feel sorry for Karlie 
Kloss,” wrote the user. "The 
Vogue photos were beautiful." 

Another user with the 
handle @helloword_fmly 
blamed foreigners for 
deciding what was cultural 
appropriation to the Japanese, 
even though most wouldn’t 


know half of the Japanese 
culture anyway. 

“So foreigners see this and 
think it’s racist,” said Twitter 
user @tazzu76. “But Japanese 
me sees this and has no idea 
what they’re talking about. 
The photos are cool. Karlie 
Kloss and Vogue magazine 
seem to have issued an 
apology. They may have big 
bodies, hut foreigners sure 
are narrow-mindedly hung 
up on small things.” 

As far as anyone can see, 
Japanese citizens weren't 
offended, but instead 
were supportive of Kloss' 
recognition of the beauty 
of Japanese aesthetics and 
culture. If anything, they 
wanted to see more people 
celebrate the culture along 
with her. 

This comes to show that 
before we shout cultural 
appropriation, we need 
to know and research the 
culture that is supposedly 
being appropriated, because 
sometimes the actions are 
not appropriating, but rather 
celebrating the culture and 
the people of said culture 
are not even offended hv it 
at all. 


^CAMPUS 

ur 

THE UNIVERSITY OF 

TENNESSEE 

STUDENT EXPERIENCE SURVEY 

MARTIN 


Take it toda 


Survey ends on Feb. 24th 

Your opinion could be 
worth a $500 Visa gift card 




nnycampus.tennessee.edu 
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News 


Severe 
weather 
awareness 
week set 

Staff Reports 


Tennessee Severe Weather 
Awareness Week is whirling 
your way froi n S unday, Feb. 26, 
through Saturday, March 4. 

The week features different 
severe weather categories as the 
focus for each day; such as: 

* Sunday, Feb. 26 - important 
role of SKA WARN spotters 

* Monday; Feb. 27 — flooding 
and dash floods 

" Tuesday, Feb. 2S - lightning 
[the underrated killer) 

* Wednesday; March 

1 - tornado safety and 

preparedness. On this day, a 
statewide tornado drill will 
be held including a NOAA 
Weather Radio test that is 
to be conducted at 9 AO a.m. 
CST and 10:30 a_m. EST. 

■ Thursday, March 2 - severe 
thunderstorms 

- Friday, March 3 - NOAA 
Weather Radio and the 
Emergency Alert System 
" Saturday, March 4 - 

importance of social media 
For more iofon nation on 
all of these topics, go to www. 
weather.gov/ohx/s waw2017. 


Facer Graphic (right} { 
Summer Pafferson White- 
Graphic Credit (betow) / 
iveaJ6ef.gov 



Know the Signs 


Look for suspicious funnel 
clouds of dark colors. 
Watch wind shifts ana 
listen for loud rumbles 
that do not fade. 


Be Prepared 


Designate and practice 
q tornado d r ill annually. 
Keep the safe room 
prepared with safety 
supplies. Seek shelter in a 
basement or small interior 
room. 


After the Storm 


Stay away from flooded 
areas and dawned 
powerlines; lines could 
be submerged in water 
and live with electricity, 
fie cautious of using 
matches and lighters in 
case of gas leaks. 


For more information visit: http://www.nws.nooo.gov/ 

Source: National Oceanic and Atmospheric Association 


Tornado Safety Tips 


Tennessee Tornadoes By County 1950 - 2016 


Memphis 0.1 tC) 




Was hvllta fOriX) MoriJtiowti {IlflX} 



State official 
defends artificial 
insemination 
legitimacy bill 

Elysia Duke_ 

Guest Writer 

A Tennessee state legislator 
is defending a bill that would 
consider children conceived 
via artificial insemination 
illegitimate in the eyes of the 
law. 

Rep. Terri Lynn Weaver 
(R-Lane aster) proposed HB 
1406 to the Tennessee House of 
Representatives on Feb. 9. The 
bill would repeal Section 68- 
3-306 of the Tennessee Code 
Annotated, which defines 
children conceived via artificial 
insemi nation as “legitimate, r il 
they are born to a married 
couple. 

Hie current statute is part of 
the Vital Records Act of 1977. 
Hie act states that "a child born 
to a married woman as a result 
of artificial insemination, 
with consent of the married 
woman’s husband, is deemed 
to be the legitimate child of 
the husband and wife." 

On Feb. 13, Weaver and Sen. 
Joey Hensley (R-Hohenwald), 
the bill’s sponsor in the 
Senate, have issued a joint 
statement after the media 
portrayed the bill using what 
they call “extremely inaccurate 
interpretations A 

’’These reports upset the 
many husbands and wives 
who struggle with fertility 
by reporting that repealing 
the law would Tabel the child 
as illegitimate despite the 
couple being married and both 
consenting, ” said Weaver in 
the statement. “This is false.” 

Under this legislation, 
Tennessee law would continue 
to provide that a child born 
to a married woman will be 
considered the child of her 
husband. 

"By repealing the law, acid 
reiving on other Tennessee 
statutes that remain, the state 
will no longer intrude into 
how a woman conceives her 
child,” said Weaver. 

The bid is currently under 
review by the Tennessee House 
Health Subcommittee, 


Recap of U.S. political happenings: Feb. 9-Feb. 22 


Justin Glover 

Executive Editor 

As always, a lot Iras happened 
in Washington, D.C., since die 
last print issue oj The Pac-rr. 
Here’s a recap of the most 
important events of the last two 
weeks. 

* Feb. 10: Trump met with 
Japanese Prime Minister 
SbiiciLtj Abe in the Oval Office. 
Hie two spent the weekend at 
Trump’s resort at Mar-a-Lago 
in Florida. National Security 
Adviser nominee Michael 
Flynn was refused his required 
security clearance by the Central 


Intelligence Agency, amid 
reports that Flynn had been 
involved improperly with the 
Russian ambassador to die U.S. 
Trump's counselor, Kellyaime 
Conway, maintained that the 
Trump administration bad full 
confidence" in Flynn. 

* Feb. 13: Steven Mnuchin 
was confirmed by the Senate as 
Secretary of the Treasury. David 
Sbulkin was also confirmed as 
Secretary of Veterans’ Affairs, 
with all 100 senators voting 
in favor of bis appointment to 
the post. Shulkin, formerly an 
undersecretary of health in die 
Veterans' Affairs bureau under 


die Obama administration, is the 
first person to hold the position 
without military experience. 

Feb 14: Michael 

Flynn resigned his post as 
National Security Adviser amid 
rumors of his involvement with 
Russian diplomats. Sources 
claim that Flynn discussed 
sanctions placed on Russia by 
former president B arack Obama 
prior to Trump's inauguration. 

* Feb. 15: Trump met 
with Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu in the 
Oval Office. Hie two held a 
joint press conference, in which 
they answered questions from 


the media and discussed topics 
bueh as Iran and the proposed 
two-siate solution to the Israeli- 
Palestinian conflict. 

* Feb. 16: Trump held an 
impromptu 80-minute news 
conference in the White House, 
lashing out at his critics and 
calling his administration a 
“fine-tuned machine,” despite 
recent controversies and 
scandals, such as Michael 
Flynn’s resignation. Trump also 
attacked the media, claiming 
that the media produce “fake 
news” in order to discredit 
him. Retired Vice Admiral 
Robert Harward turned down 


Trump’s offer to replace Flynn 
as National Security Adviser. 

■ Feb. 21: Hie Department 
of Homeland Security released 
new guidelines, allowing 
immigration agents more 
leniency to arrest and detain 
undocumented immigrants, as 
well as legal immigrants with 
criminal backgrounds. 

- Feb. 22: Mexican Foreign 
Minister Luis Vrdegaray 
denounced Trump’s current 
immigration policies ahead of 
a visit frooi Secretary of State 
Rex TillersoiL and Secretary of 
Homeland Security John Kelly. 
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Local clinic provides donation-based services to students 


Motgan Wade 

Guest Writer 

The Good Samari tan 

Health and Wellness Center 
is a 5Ql(c)3 nonprofit and 
volunteer-based clinic in South 
Fulton, Tennessee* * that provides 
medical care to college students. 

The clinic also accepts 
patients who are working and or 
uninsured, as well as guardians 
of preschool-age children. 

This local clinic provides an 
array of medical services such as 
clinical services, lab work,x-rays 
and dental services. College 
students only need to bring 
their photo ID and their school 



ID with them on the first visit. 
Other patients must bring their 
photo ID arid proof of income 
to the clinic. 

Tike Good Samaritan Health 


and Wellness Center was 
established Oct. 10, 2010. 

Since the beginning, the clinic 
has been operating with no 
government funding. It is a 
Christian-based clinic that is 
not tied to any denomination. 
The clinic is strictly funded 
through donations received 
from churches, community 
organizations and the shared- 
responsibility system. 

The shared-responsibility 
system is a promise between 
the clinic and tire patients. Tikis 
system means that the patient 
will give a donation of what he 
or sire can afford at the time of 
the visit, and the clinic will put 


it hack into the operation funds. 
The donations are on a sliding 
scale based oil die income of the 
patient. The requested donation 
begins at S15 ior those who have 
an income of minimum wage 
of 19 an hour, and gradually 
increases to a high of 130 for 
liigher income brackets. 

“I've learned there are people 
out there who want to help, my 
life lias changed for the better 
since l have started going," said 
one of ilte many patients who 
referred to the clinic as life 
changing. 

Along with providing medical 
help, the clinic also provides an 
nutlet for others to serve their 


community. 

''"There are people out there 
in need of health care," said 
volunteer Deborah Fly. “They 
have no insurance. They are 
working and doing the best they 
can; but no one is there to help 
them. So, we come here to help." 

The clinic serves residents 
within Obion, Weakley, Fulton 
and Hickman counties. It 
is a walk-in-oidy clinic, and 
appointments are not accepted. 
T3ie clinic is located at 209 West 
State Line in South Fulton. It 
operates on Tuesdays from 5:30 
to § pan and Wednesdays from 
9 a.m. to noon. The clinic cat] be 
reached at 731 -479-2112. 


UTM’s student newspaper, 
The Pacer, and radio station, 
WUTM 90.3 FM "Tie Hawk." 
received multiple awards at 
the Southeast Journalism 
Conference (SEJC) convention 
held Feb. 16-IS at the University 
of Mississippi in Oxford. 

For the third consecutive ye ar, 
WUTM ranked first in Best 
College Radio Station and, for 
the second consecutive year, also 
took first in the category of Best 
College Audio Newscast. 

Tire Pacer also brought home 
a “team" award, ranking seventh 
of24 schools in the Best College 
Website category for its news 
si te, www.thepacer.iiei. 

“I could not be more elated that 
our radio, TV' and newspaper 
students have yet again won 
these impressive SEJC awards," 
said Dr. Robert Nairn ey, 
chair of the Department of 
Communications. 

“Tire competition is stiff each 
year, and once again our talented 
students and their advisors have 
risen to the challenge and made 
us all proud. I'm especially 
amazed that WUTIVI has 
continued its dominance as Best 
in tire South. 

“What an incredible track 
record," lie said. 

Entries for the aforementioned 
"Best of the South” awards, 
both team and individual, were 
selected from material that had 
been published or aired during 
the previous year. 

Five students also ranked in 
individual categories. 

They are: 

* Natalie King, first place. Best 
Radio Hard News Reporter 

* Ashley Shores, fourth place, 
Rest Radio News Feature 
Reporter 

* Tori Seng, fourth place, Best 
Television Hard News Reporter 

* Rachel Moore, fifth place. 
Best Special Event Rejiorter/ 
Editor 

* AshtOEi Priest, eighth place, 
Best Opinion-Editorial Writer 

For the first time in SEJC 
history, and highligbting a major 
shift in tire media industry, mote 
schools (24) competed for Best 
College Website than for Best 


and die 2nd Vice President for 
Events of the BSA, coordinated 
the rally. Hawkins said that 
her hope is to see more people 
of all cultures coming to events 
like the rally in die future. 

Biology major Emilio Walls 
shared Hawkins' desire. 

Walls said that he holds the 
rally close to heart because he 
has personally lost a loved one 
to a violent situation that he 
feels could have been prevented. 
He said that people coming 
together for die rally proves that 
“someone else cares ... not just 
myself.” 

“We're willing to work 
together for the change that we 
want,” Wills said. 

BSA has several more events 
planned for the Civil Rights 
Conference. Later this semester 
the organization will host the 
Mahogany Ball, where they 
will present Black Excellence 
Awards and recognize all black 
organizations on campus, 
including BSA, Alpha Kappa 
Psi, Alpha Phi Omega, all 
members of the National Pan- 
Hellenic Council and more. 
Tickets for this event are $30 for 
singles and $50 for couples. For 
more information about BSA 
or the Mahogany Ball, contact 
Tyra Hawkins at iyrkhawk@ 
ut.utm.edu. 


Pacer staff members pictured tap, from left, are Matt Herod, sports editor; Justin 
Glover, executive editor; Tomi Parrish,, faculty adviser; Ashton Priest, viewpoints 
editor Kristina Shaw, managing editor; Rachel Moore, co-news editor; Tamara 
Beard, co-news editor; and Laura CrosSett, arts S, entertainment editor, WUTM 
staff members, shown above, are, from teff, John Thornton, sports director; 
Ashley Shores, digital media director Natalie King, news director Otivia Johnston, 
administrative assistant; Tori Seng, program director; Holly Seng, business and 
traffic director and Shane Wofford, production director. Not pictured is Dr, Richard 
Robinson, WUTM faculty adviser. 


College Newspaper, which had 
only 22 entries. 

IJTM has been an active 
member of SEJC since 2001, 
and was host to the convention 


in February 2012. 

SEJC is composed of 
approximately 40 colleges and 
universities—public and private 
— from seven Southeastern 


states. The 20lfi convention will 
be lie Id at Harding College in 
Searcy, Arkansas, the first time 
an Arkansas school lias been the 
convention host. 


Director’s 

Showcase 

Auditions 

6-8 p. m. 

Thursday, March 2 
Little Theatre, 
167 Fine Arts 

Six student 
directors looking 
to cast at least 18 
people! 

Prepared 
monologue OK, 
but not required! 



Pacer, WUTM win regional awards 


Staff Repo its 


Rally 

from Page 1 
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Arts & Entertainment _ 

The ‘Black Lives Matter’ experience 


Zachary Robinson_ 

Guest Writer 

On Feb. 20, Florence Roach 
and the Et uiroTbearer Company 
of Memphis, Tennessee, 
presented their original play, 
“Black Lives Matter, 1 ' as- pari 
of the 17th annual Civil Rights 
Conference. 

The play was an account of 
historical men and women 
who made an impact on 
the progression of African- 
American lives and how they 
helped build America. 

The play Louehes on a 
variety of topics, including 
slavery, religion, the civil rights 
movement bringing awareness 


against social injustice, violence 
and ongoing systemic racism 
towards African-Americans. 
This play also shed light on 
innovative African- Americans 
contributions dial are often 
taken for granted like [rathe 
lights, home security video 
systems and the American 
Aerospace program. 

The play started out with 
the Tliree Alpha Men {Jason 
Andrews, Marcus Willems 
and Emilio Walls) preforming 
a dance called, “step'" while 
chanting, “19190b.” 

The program then 
transitioned into a performance 
that addressed the underground 
railroad. This brought up how 
allies to the cause had helped the 


progression of the underground 
railroad. This was to illustrate 
that there are allies for die cause 
who are willing to help abolish 
slavery arid to get people to a 
safer location. 

The accounts were those of 
African-American men and 
women who have made large 
strides towards equality like Ida 
B. Wells, Rosa Parks, Baxter 
Leech, and the Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King Ir. 

The Florence Theater 
Company brought special guest 
Baxter Leech, who took part in 
the 1%8 strikes. Baxter talked 
about his account of the strikes, 
and went into detail about how 
cruel and unreasonable political 
situations were during the 


1%0’s. 

Following the railroad scene, 
the play went into a surprising 
route and talked about religion. 
The discussion was how "God 
would accept anyone no matter 
what, and the church was a 
place that anyone could go to 
find community. Florence's 
inspirations for 'Black Lives 
Matter” were based on the 
teachings of die Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr., arid how 
African-Americans should hold 
a deep respect for Themselves. 

The Alpha men ended with a 
step calling out each member's 
name and major, and ending 
with the mantra “Our lives 
matter, and so do yours.” 

“1 am so happy that the 


University of Tennessee at 
Martin hosts this conference 
every year. I diink it is a very 
valuable conference. This isn't 
just for African-Americans, this 
is for everybody. Civil rights isn’t 
about black people, civil rights 
is about everybody,” commented 
Flore rice. 

Florence Roach acid the 
Eitaro Theater Company 
have been rehearsing the 
play for over a month with 
a cast of seven people. Tire 
theatre group performs three 
times a war: summer; tall and 
spring. Florence Roach wears 
several hate with the group as 
the playwright, director and 
producer of the plays. 


TCUE students gather to bring Japanese culture to UIM 



Kyoko Hammond, JLCC faculty adviser and Japanese instructor: Ethan Maddox. 
JLCC Vice President; Nikki Roberson, JLCC President; Jadea Williams, JLCC 
Treasurer | Pacer Photo / Ashton Priest 


Ashton Priest_ 

Viewpoint Editor 

Students of Takasaki City 
University of Economics 
(TCUE) and the UTM 
Japanese Language and Culture 
Club (JLCC) came together 
Weditesday to celebrate J apan ese 
Culture Day at Weldon Public 
Library in downtown Martin. 

The annual event featured 
many Japanese cultural 
activities, including calligraphy, 
Japanese language lessons and 
more. Tie activities were taught 
by TCUE and JLCC members. 

“We always have the short¬ 
term program students, and 
they come here to study English 
and American culture,” said 
Kvoko Hammond, Japanese 
instructor and JLCC faculty 
adviser. “But 1 thought, instead 
of just being guests here, they 
can also return something to 
the community. And that’s how 
1 came up with rliat idea. So for 
summer, they have a tent at the 
Soybean Festival, and then in 
spring, they have this culture 
day at the Weldon Library. 


“They can learn how to write 
their names, [and] we have 
some Japanese trivia questions, 
a small Japanese lesson and even 
try on some Japanese traditional 
clothing,” Hammond said. 
“Downstairs we have Japanese 


folk tale story time, we have 
crafts, aU kinds of calligraphy, 
and a Japanese chess game. I try 
to provide the different level of 
activities, some for kids, some a 
bit more for older kids.” 

Along with TCUE and 


JLCC, the event is sponsored by 
the Tennessee Intensive English 
Program. As a result, the TCUE 
students are enrolled at UTM 
for three weeks. In addition, 
instructors Caroline Ideus and 
Thomas Johnson helped with 


setting up and planning the 
event. 

“This Japanese group is a 
special program,” said Ideus. 
“They're only here for three 
weeks. Tien ... we have two 
groups that come in. It really 
depends on if we have a special 
program, and we might do a 
special outreach with diem.” 

They also agree that the 
Japanese students benefit from 
cross-sharing cultures through 
this event and their time in 
Martin. 

“It’s kind of a community 
outreach type of event, where 
the students who are visiting 
with us get an opportunity 
to share part of dieir culture 
with the community,” Johnson 
said. “That's the whole idea. I 
think they get an experience in 
interacting with the children 
and they get a chance to share 
so] ne aspects of their culture, 
whether it be teaching how to 
say a word or how to write their 
name.” 

Tie TIEP’s next event will be 
International Week Liter this 
semester in April 


Vanguard play ‘The Realistic Joneses’ tackles tough topic 


Kristina Shaw_ 

Managing Ed Hot 

Starting at 8 pun. on Feb. 
23 in the Fine Arts Building’s 
Little Theatre, a cast of four 
UTM students will tackle 
realism through performance of 
“The Realistic Joneses”. 

Called an “absurdist comedy” 
by Kevin Shell, director and 
assistant professor of Visual and 
Tieatre Arts, the play follows 
four individuals as they each 
cope with disease in their own 
way., 

“In the time tint I’ve been 
here, this is probably the most 
dramatic and most serious 
straight play that we’w done,” 
said Shell. 

Tie production spotlights two 
different couples, each with the 
last name Jones, that move next 


door to one another in a small 
town. However, die similarities 
do not stop there. Both families 
have moved to die area so the 
husbands can receive treatment 
for the fictitious Harriinan 
Leavey Syndrome. 

Bob and Jennifer Jones are 
plated bv Lvmonttf Thomas, a 
sophomore commuu ications 
student, and Shelby Johnson, 
senior theatre major. Bob 
seemingly crumbles under the 
weight of his diagnosis and 
becomes “sulky” even though 
he receives treatment, described 
Shell. As a result, Jennifer 
becomes his caretaker. 

“Jennifer Jones is a 
TO-sometbing just trying to fix 
everything,” lohnson said. 

As for the other couple, 
John, played by senior 
communications student 


Eh McCaig, experiments 
with homeopathic treatment 
methods such as acupuncture, 
and does not even tell his wife 
about his diagnosis. Ponv is 
played by Macy Earley, who 
is a sophomore vocal music 
education student. 

“Tie audience kind of gets to 
see Pony grow up emotionally 

and mentallv in this show and 

- 

it's a really cool thing to watch 
how much she changes from the 
beginning of the show to the end 
of [he show,” said Earley, who 
called Pony “seaner-brained." 

Tie develop] tient of the di sease 
takes its toll on the couples and 
even leads to infidelity. 

“It’s [the play] an example of 
how cancer, dementia or certain 
things affect a man acid a woman 
in a marriage and in life and 
what it does to them and sort of 


how it affects other people in a 
different way,” Shell said. 

The cast has been preparing for 
the performance for a little over 
a month and it has presented 
challenges, in part because of 
the playwright's intention for it 
to be performed by older actors. 

“1 think that the most 
challenging part of the role is 
port raying someone with an 
illness,” Thomas said. “I myself 
liaie never liad a deep enough 
interaction or connection with 
someone with a disease like 
Bob's so learning to portray that 
aspect of him was very hard to 
do. 

Johnson echoed this 
sentiment. 

“We're all college students, so 
we don’t have the life experience 
that these characters have. At 
our age, there’s no way we could 


completely understand exactly 
what they’re going through, so 
we all have to just try our best to 
be our characters.” 

The play is written by 
playwright Will Eno and tinkers 
with facets of existentialism 
while incorporating humor. It 
was featured on Broadway in 
2014. 

The evening performances 
extend through Feb. 26, and 
there will also he an afternoon 
performance on Feb. 26 at 3 
p.m. Tickets can be purchased 
for $5 for children and students 
and $15 for adults through 
the Little Tieatre box office or 
by culling the Department of 
Visual aod Tieatre Arts at 731- 
861-7400. 
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Sports 

Sky hawk rifle team concludes 
regular season at NCAA qualifier 

Sports Information 


Seniors Logan Hunt (585) 
and Alysoo Sylvester (579) 
both notched career-highs in 
their final match as Sky hawks a^ 
L • "J"Z^ 1 wrapped up their 20lb- 
20 J 7 campaign ar the NCAA 
Qualifying round in Murray, 
Kentucky, this, past weekend. 

Die Skyhiwks fired their diird 
best overall score of the year 
(4602) in hopes of qualifying for 
the 2017 NCAA tournament* 
but unfortunately their quest 
le!l just short. Freshman Kaitlin 
Korinek led the way in the 
air rifle discipline firing a 588 
to pace UTM, Hunt's career 
best, along with Joe Martin’s 
581 and Brigitte Curcio’s 577, 
rounded out the scoring for die 
Sfcyhawks. Alex Tamboli also 
finished the air rifle portion 
of the competition with a new 
career high (572). 


Martin, who has been tine 
team’s leading smallbore shooter 
on the year, finished ivith 576 in 
the discipline. Jennifer Plocinik’s 
573 along with Korinek'-s 569 
and Tamboli’s career-best 568 
rounded out the scoring in the 
smallbore. 

Other shooters including 
junior Lindsey Flint and 
sophomore Andre Delcako 


also notched career-highs in 
due competition. Flint shot a 
567 in the air rifle to surpass 
her previous mark a] id Delcalao 
fired a 556 smallbore lor his best 
score in a Skyhawk uniform. 

LTTM finishes the season 
ranked 19th in the NCAA 
Collegiate Rifle Coaches 
Association poll. 



Junior Guard 
Matthew Sutler 
handles the ball 
as he sets up 
the play. \ Photo 
Credit / Sports 
Information 



Sky hawks begin final push for OVC West 
crown with home matchup against APSU 


Sports information 

Die LfTM men's basketball 
squad begins the final pursuit 
of its second consecutive Ohio 
Valley Conference West division 
championship when it hosts 
the Austin Pi^ay Governors on 
Diursday, Feb. 23. Tipoff time 
from the Kathleen and Toni 
Elam Center is set for 7 p.m. 

Heading into the final week 
of the regular season, nine teams 
are still alive for an eight-team 
OVC Tournament berth. With 
two games left to play, the 
Skyhawks (18-11, 8-6 OVC) 
are tied with Southeast Missouri 
and Murray State atop tine OVC 
West standings. 

UTM will look to take 
advantage of a distinct home 
court advantage,as the Skyhawks 
have won five consecutive OVC 
home games. UTM is 31-7 


overall in games played at the 
Kathleen and Tom Elam Center 
over the past three seasons and is 
tied with Belmont for the most 
home victories (11) in die league 
in 2016-17. 

Die Skyhawks are looking 
for their sixth straight regular 
season victory against Austin 
Peav. Earlier this season in 
Clarksville, UTM led by as 
many as 18 points in the first 
half before closing out an 85-79 
win against the host Governors. 
Jacolby Mobley went off for 
a eareer-best 36 points while 
Javier Martinez liauled in a 
double-double ol 16 points and 
19 rebounds for the Skyhawks, 
who limited Austin Peay to 22.7 
percent (5-for-22) shooting 
from three-point range. 

Die Governors (10-18, 6-8 
OVC) swept home games over 
Eastern Illinois (85-80) and 
SIUE (92-84) last week to get 


back into OVC Tournament 
contention. John Murry was 
named adi das OVC Player of 
the Week after averaging 28.5 
points and 5.0 rebounds per 
outing for Austin Peay, who 
provided head coach Dave Loos 
with his 500th career win against 
Eastern Illinois. 

Josh Robinson is one of just 
three OVC players to average 
at least 20 points per game diis 
season while Kenny Jones has 
scored at least 16 points in tliree 
ofbis four career outings against 
UTM. 

This game cun be viewed live, 
free of charge, on the OVC 
Digital Network. Fans can 
tune in to KYTN 104.9 FM or 
WUTM 90.3 FM in hear .ill of 
the action on the radio airwaves. 
Live stats for the game can be 
found at utmsporis.com. 
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Thursday, Feb. 23, 7 p.m. - Austin Peay 
Saturday, Feb. 25, 6 p m. - Murray Stale 
Wednesday, March I, TEA - OVC Tournament First 
Round 

Thursday, March 2, TEA - OVC Tournament Quar¬ 
terfinals 


Saturday, Feb. 25,4 p.m. - Murray Stale 
Wednesday, March 1, TEA - at OVC Basketball 
Championship Quarte rfinah 
Thursday, March 2, TEA - aL OVC Basketball Cham¬ 
pionship Quarterfinals 

Friday, March 3, TEA - at OVC Basketball Champi¬ 
onship Semifinals 



Friday, Feb. 24,10 a.m. - vs. Sait it Louis 
Friday, Feb. 24, 12:30 p.m. - vs. Western Michigan 
Saturday, Feb. 25, 10 a.ni. - vs. Fairleigh Dickinson 
Saturday, Feb. 25, 3 p.m. - at Chattanooga 



Friday, Feb, 24, 2 p.m. - Arkansas - Pine Bluff 
Saturday, Feb. 25,2 p.m. - Arkansas - Pine Bluff 
Sunday, Feb. 26, 2 pm, - Arkansas - Pine Bluff 
Wednesday, March 1, 2 p.m. - at Alabama A&M 



Sunday, Feb. 26, 9:30 a.m. - at Southern Illinois 
Saturday, March 4, Noon - at LAB 
Sunday, March 5, 2 p.m. - at Samford 
Monday, March 6,1 p.m. - at Auburn-Montgomery 



Friday, March 3,10 a.m. - Minnesota - Crookston 
Friday, March 24, TEA - UEC Championships (at 
Delaware State) 

Saturday, March 25, T BA - UEC Championships (at 
Delaware State) 

Thursday, April 13, 8:30 am - NCEA Champion¬ 
ships (at Baylor) 
































Pitch k^(^new business idea! 

' Ove<t 45,000 m MXtey, 


Skyhawk Venture Challenge Competition 


“Pitch Night 


on March 30 at 6 p.m. in Room ill 
in the Boling University Center. 

Submit your pitch summary by March 23J 


For Full Contest Rules, visit: 
utm.edu/departments/cbga/rules.php 




Contacts 




NWTN 

Angel Fund LLC 


ART 


Connect & Grow 

Hanhwfcii TN Fuel C*nl*f 


Launch Tennessee 


Dr. Tommy Cates 

Tom E. Hendrix Chair of Free 
Enterprise 

216A Business Building 
tcates@utm.edu 
(731)881-7228 


Dr. Joseph Mehlhorn 

Gilbert Parker Chair of Excellence 
254 Brehm Hall 
mehlho r n@u tm .e du 
(731)881-7275 




















